312   NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN: MAN OF PEACE

In the meanwhile the scope of Runciman's activi-
ties increased. By the beginning of September his
mission had developed from mediation between two
sets of Czechs into mediation between the Czechs
and Hitler. It is not possible to say whether
this development had Mr. Chamberlain's authority
or approval for it happened almost imperceptibly.
The only way to get to the root of Henlein's case
was to send him to his avowed master so that he
could collect his instructions. However well founded
and indeed inevitable was Lord Runciman's accept-
ance of Henlein's subordinate status, there can be
little doubt that Hitler interpreted it as a sign
of weakness and resolved to force the pace. In
spite of a further warning from Sir Nevile Hender-
son, the German Press campaign became, to use
The Times' epithet, '"frenzied." On September 4th,
however, France was still adamant. Bonnet declared
"in all cases France will remain faithful to the
Pacts and Treaties which she has concluded. She
will remain faithful to the engagements she has
made." Two days later the Czechs made the supreme
effort to meet the demands and issued what is known
as the Fourth Plan. It was a complex and compre-
hensive document, and with certain modifications
would have given fair play to the principles of
national self-government within a cantonal frame-
work. Henlein however did not want to examine it.
He rushed off to Nuremberg with the avowed in-
tention of avoiding commitments until Hitler had
spoken. The Runciman Mission and the Czechs
alike had strong hopes that the Fourth Plan would
provide a basis for serious negotiation and it was
reported in The Times of September 7th that "both
Paris and London have given the plan their blessing
and advised both sides to agree on it/'

But it was in this self-same issue of The Times